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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MARCH 18, 2022 

 
 

Educator of Excellence 

This week, the Independence Alumni Association honored a primary and middle school 

teacher with its Educator of Excellence award. 

 

L-R: Vice Mayor David Grendel, IHS Alumni President Dale Veverka,  

Danielle Renton, Joan Mencl, Mayor Gregory Kurtz  

 

Joan Mencl graduated from Independence High School and Kent State University and 

spent her entire career teaching generations of Independence children. In accepting the 

award, Joan talked about how lucky she was to have spent her entire career doing what 

she loves.  

Superintendent Ben Hegedish called Joan the consummate professional who was 

strong, committed, and not afraid to respectfully challenge people to always do what was 

in the best interest of the students. Joan will be retiring after 35 years of teaching but 
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will continue to serve as an elected member of the Independence Local Schools Board of 

Education. 

Fellow Educator of Excellence recipient Danielle Renton started teaching in 

Independence in 1991 as a traveling Chapter One tutor at both the Primary and Middle 

schools. In 1993, she was hired at the Middle School as a fifth-grade teacher and has 

continued for 28 years. She was recognized as a Martha Holden Jennings Scholar and 

was the recipient of the Ohio Middle School Association Regional Award in 2019.  

Principal Jamie Vanek talked about Danielle’s nurturing approach to teaching and how 

she would not take no for an answer when it came to doing what was best for each and 

every student.   

Congratulations, Joan, and Danielle, and THANK YOU! Your dedication has changed 

thousands of lives for the better and helped make Independence the premiere 

community it is.  

 

It Takes a Village 

More than twenty civic leaders, school alumni, and local business professionals 

interviewed soon-to-be graduating seniors during this week’s Senior Interview 

Experience at Independence High School. The event was in partnership with the 

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC). 
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During the last two weeks of the year, the high school traditionally has seniors complete 

a 40-hour work shadow experience. Recognizing that it is difficult to find these 

opportunities during the current pandemic and employment crisis, the district came up 

with three options for seniors: 

 

1. A traditional two-week job shadow with a host in the senior’s chosen career field. 

 

2. Participation in various large-scale community impact activities, i.e., Charity Fun 

Run, Cleveland Food Bank, and other community experiences. 

 

3. Design their own two-week capstone experience, which could include taking 

classes or workshops, working with the Independence Garden Club to learn 

organic gardening or other beneficial learning experiences.  

 

Special thanks to everyone who took the time to interview the seniors. 

 
 
 
Spring Home Maintenance 

 

Spring officially arrives Sunday, which signals the start 

of home maintenance projects and yard work in 

preparation for the growing season.  

 

With that in mind, a reminder that starting in April, the 

Service Department will begin renting 10-yard 

dumpsters.  The smaller 5-yard dumpsters are available 

year-round.  Also, yard waste collection will resume on 

April 4 – weather permitting.  Reach the Service Department at 216.524.9191. 
 

If you have any home maintenance questions, please contact the Building Department 

(216.524.1019) for answers. They also have a list of contractors registered with the city 

should if you should need to hire someone to assist you with spring maintenance.  

 

Finance Reports  

Learn how the City is working with State Senator Matt Dolan’s 

and State Representative Phil Robinson’s offices to apply for 

capital grant funding for the Recreation and Economic 

Development departments in Finance Director Vern 

Blaze’s Weekly Update for March 18, 2022.   

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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Congratulations, Nathan Kuczmarski! 

Independence teen Nathan Kuczmarski was a double winner in 

this year’s C-SPAN StudentCam documentary competition. 

More than 3,000 students representing 41 states, Washington, 

D.C., South Korea, and Morocco, participated in this year’s 

competition 

Nathan’s documentary, Dream of Clean Water, tells the story of the Cuyahoga River 

fire of 1969 and how it started a national conversation about water pollution that 

eventually led to the 1972 Clean Water Act.   

Dream of Clean Water took second place in the 2022 StudentCam competition 

earning Kuczmarski $1,500 in prize money. The documentary was also recognized as 

this year’s "Fan Favorite" as voted on by the public.  

C-SPAN television networks will broadcast all the prize-winning documentaries 

throughout April. Nathan’s documentary is set to air on C-SPAN on Friday, April 8, at 

6:50 AM and throughout the day.  

 

  

Home-Grown Microgreens 

Are you looking to eat healthier or start an indoor gardening 

project? Then you may be interested in learning how to grow 

microgreens at home.  

Microgreens are young vegetable greens that are also known 

as micro herbs or vegetable confetti. They are rich in flavor, 

only grow to between 1-3 inches, but they pack a nutritional 

punch which makes them a good addition to any diet. They 

are also easy to grow indoors on a windowsill or under lights and have a quick harvest.  

Learn the basics of microgreen cultivation, from seeding and germination to watering 

and harvesting at the Growing Nutrient Dense Foods 101 class at the Civic Center 

on Thursday, March 24 from 6:30-7:30 PM. Andrew Czarniecki of Great Lakes 

Sprouts which is based in Independence will be the instructor.  

Participants will get detailed instructions on preferred soils, trays, and watering 

techniques and will seed their own small tray of microgreens to take home and grow. 

Register online or call 216.524.7373.   

https://www.viddler.com/v/9898a7aa
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St. Patrick’s Day Party 

Independence seniors and their guests donned their finest green garb to attend a St. 

Patrick’s Day Party at the Civic Center this week. There was good food, fun, and live 

entertainment. For lunch, Chef Jill prepared corned beef, roasted potatoes and carrots, 

cabbage, and rye bread. Arturo and Debbie’s Sweet Creations, an Independence small 

business, provided dessert: fruit-filled shamrock cookies. 

Vocalist Leonard DiCosimo and pianist Nada Vencl performed Traditional Irish songs, 

and everyone received a raffle ticket for a free lunch.  

 

  

Brian Fitzgibbon stopped by the Civic Center to 

celebrate St. Paddy’s Day in style! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun in the Sun 

Experience a fun time earning and learning while working for the City of 

Independence.  We are seeking reliable, friendly, and energetic individuals for various 

summer jobs that involve working outdoors.   
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If you have a passion for serving the community and know how to deliver a high level of 

customer service to our residents and visitors, go to independenceohio.org and click the 

red Job Openings star on the homepage to find out more and apply.  

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://independenceohio.isolvedhire.com/jobs/
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

